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OXFORDSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 

 

 
 

Curriculum Plans, Spring Term 2017 - Class 3 
 

Dear Parents 
 
Happy New Year and a warm welcome back to Class 3.  
 
Outlined below is the work in each subject area to be taught this term.  
 
English: 
Reading: 
This will involve a combination of: shared reading of a text as a class and individual 
reading to another adult. In each of these aspects there will an emphasis on reading and 
comprehension skills. 
The texts used will be as follows: 
Non-fiction  
Recount   
Persuasion  
Reference books related to our science, history and geography work 
Fiction  
Stories from the story Museum – Half a Blanket (a folk story from Scotland) and Lazy 
Jack (a comical story from England) 
Shape poetry – The Rhythm Machine 
Playscripts – Ace Dragon Ltd  
Michael Morpurgo - author study and guided class read of The Butterfly Lion 
 
Writing: 
Work will be closely linked to the set texts, and will also form an integral part of our 
studies in science, history and geography. 
The following areas will be taught in detail: 
Non-fiction  
Recount writing (news reports on volcano eruptions) 
Persuasion writing (adverts) 
Making notes and information report writing (volcanoes and earthquakes)  
Fiction 
Telling, planning and writing own stories based on Half a Blanket and Lazy Jack 
Shape poetry  
Playscripts  
Targets for this term are:  

 Using speech punctuation and layout correctly 

 Using conjunctions, clauses and commas correctly to construct 
increasingly complex sentences 

Handwriting- 
We will continue to practise joined handwriting in order to ensure that: basic joins are 
being formed correctly, there is consistency in the size and proportion of letters and that 
speed and fluency are built up. 
Spelling- 
In term 3 we will be covering the possessive apostrophe with singular nouns and plural 
nouns; the suffixes –ation, ous; as well as revising the suffixes –ly,  less, ful, ment, ness. 

Headteacher: Fiona Rose 

Telephone/Fax: 01865 735643 

e-mail:  

office.3854@wootton-

abingdon.oxon.sch.uk 

Wootton CE Primary School 
Wootton Village 

Boars Hill 

Oxford     OX1 5HP 



Charity reference XN 90837 

In term 4 we will cover words ending in –sure; words ending –ture; endings which sound 
like –sion and words using wr eg wrong, kn knee, gn eg sign 
A spelling activity/investigation will be set on Thursday and due in on the Monday.  The 
children will also be set another nine or ten words from the Year 3 and 4 word list  to 
practice and learn which will be tested every week. 
Speaking and Listening: 
This will be developed through shared and guided reading and writing sessions and 
linked to other subject areas through drama, watching TV broadcasts and making 
presentations to the class. This may also form part of planned Personal, Social, Health  
Education (PSHE) sessions. 
 
Maths:  
Using knowledge and understanding of a wide range of concepts, applying  this when 
solving problems, investigations. 
Place value including counting in 1s. 10s, 100s, 1000s, ordering to 1000/10000, finding 
numbers between others, rounding numbers to the nearest 10 or 100, x10/100 and 
÷10/100 
Using addition, subtraction, multiplication and division to solve word problems 
Adding and subtracting using number lines and columns 
Understanding division and recognising that it is the inverse of multiplication 
Finding remainders after division  
Recognising simple fractions/equivalence of simple fractions/relating fractions to 
decimals 
Measuring and comparing capactiy; telling the time and calculating time differences on 
both on analogue and digital clocks; measuring angles and linking them to compass 
directions; use and create bar charts; use bar charts to solve problems. 
Targets for this term are: 
Term 3 - counting on/back in 1s, 10s, 100s, 1000s from any 2, 3 or 4-digit number, 
counting on/back in 50s, 20s, 25s, 200s and counting on/back in decimals of one 
or two places 

 
Term 4- Revision of multiples - starting with multiples of 2/5/10 up to 100, then 
20/50/100 up to 1000, then all multiples from 10-100 up to 1000 and division facts 
for multiples of 2-10 and 25/100  
 
Science: 
The topic in first half term is rocks.  During this topic we will learn about different types of 
rocks and their variety of purposes.  We will observe, compare and group rocks 
according to various characteristics.  We will be investigating how hard rocks are by 
carrying out a scratch test.  We will also plan and carry out an investigation into the 
absorbency of rocks.  The class will learn about different kinds of soil.  It’s importance to 
life as well as comparing different soil samples.  During our lessons we will see how 
those particles can be separated and examined by sieving.  We will also cover the 
permeability of soils. 
In the second half of the term we will be learning about sound.  We will identify how 
sounds are made, associating some of them with something vibrating.  We will recognise 
that vibrations from sounds travel through a medium to the ear.  We will find patterns 
between the pitch of a sound and features of the object that produced it as well as 
looking for patterns between the volume of a sound and the strength of the vibrations 
that produced it.  We will recognise that sounds get fainter as the distance from the 
sound source increases 
 
The topic of sound also links brilliantly with the musical instruments the class will be 
designing in DT. 
 

RE: 
We will continue to explore the world religions of Judaism and Christianity, using our 
school Discovery RE scheme. Firstly in term 3 by investigating the question; How 



Charity reference XN 90837 

important is it for Jewish people to do what God asks them to do? Exploring the festival 
of Passover and keeping food laws. Then in term 2 by investigating the question; Is 
forgiveness always possible? We will be exploring Easter and Jesus life, death and 
resurrection. 
 
ICT: 
We will be using websites to help our research into science, history and geography 
studies. We will also be developing programming skills with the support of an ICT 
teacher on Thursdays. 
 
PSHCE: 
We will continue to use the SEAL programme of materials to discuss issues related to 
‘Going for Goals’ as we start a new term, we will be looking at what we want to aim for 
this year, followed by ‘Good to be me’ where children appreciate who they are, the 
qualities they have and what they are good at.  Regular circle discussion times will be 
used to allow children to share experiences and feelings. 
 
Geography: 
We will start by studying the formation and structure of volcanoes using the excellent 
geography site Oddizzi, www.oddizzi.com which the FoWs subscribes to and so can be 
used at home too. To log on use class3wootton and oddizzi. We will go on to investigate 
the location of volcanoes in UK and the World and what happens when a volcano erupts. 
We will conclude the topic by exploring earthquakes and what happens when the plates 
of the earth’s surface move. 
 
History: 
We will be exploring daily life from Stone Age times, including the construction of stone 
circles and cave art, and comparing it to life in the Iron Age. We will visit the Iron Age 
settlement at Wittenham Clumps in March to support our studies. More details to follow. 
 
Design and Technology: 
We will be relating our work to sound in science by exploring the construction of un-
pitched and then pitched percussion instruments to investigate how they produce sound. 
We will then go on to design and make our own tuned percussion instruments. 
 
Art: 
Our work will begin with a focus on mark making using a range of natural materials. We 
will then go on to develop our Geography work on volcanoes through volcano paintings 
and collage. We will continue by linking our work in History on the Stone Age with cave 
paintings. 
 
PE: 
Games – (Monday) 
This term our work will focus on the development of invasion games, with a particular 
focus on hockey. We will apply the skills taught through a range of small-sided games. 
Lessons will be taught by our specialist PE teacher supported by Mrs Heyden. 
Gymnastics – (Wednesday) 
Our work this term will be based on travelling with a change of direction, and will involve 
the use of floor work and large apparatus. Children will work individually and in groups, 
creating sequences of movements, which they will present and comment upon. 
 
 
Homework: 
This is organised as follows: 
 
Monday:           Reading 
Tuesday:  Tables for the following Monday 
Wednesday:   Maths for the following Monday 

http://www.oddizzi.com/
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Thursday:         Spellings for the following Monday 
Friday:   Reading 
 
Generally: 
As always we continue to appreciate any assistance you may be able to offer with work 
in the classroom. Please let us know if you are able to help in any way. 
 
We hope you have found this information useful, and look forward to working with you 
and your child/ren this term. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
Sally Heyden  
 
 


