
Class One Curriculum Letter Spring Term 2017  
10th January 2017 

Dear Parents,  

We hope you all had an enjoyable Christmas break and wish you a very ‘Happy New 
Year’! It has been lovely to see the children return to school so settled, happy and 
confident last week.  
 

Our topic focus for Spring Term 1 is ‘Once Upon a Time’ which will 

learn about traditional fairy tales focusing on giants, dragons, castles, 

fairies and knights (may vary depending on the children’s interests).                                                                                      

As well as reading lots of stories we will be learning songs, role-

playing each of the stories, painting, making models, dancing, building castles 

and bridges, making music and puppet making.  

 

Fairy tale Ball 

As part of the topic we are inviting the children to come to school dressed 

up as their favourite traditional story character on Thursday 9th 

February 2017. The children will have the opportunity to dance to 

traditional ballroom music, play fairy tale themed games, sing songs and 

listen to/ act out a variety of traditional stories. Sorry parents are unable to attend 

this event. 

 

Our topic focus for Spring Term 2 is ‘Around the World’, the children will learn about 

different countries, comparing and contrasting their climates, animals, foods and lots 

of other exciting learning opportunities. We will be reading fiction and non-fiction 

books linked to these countries, designing flags, painting and drawing using techniques 

and listening to traditional music from each country. By the end of the topic, the 

children will be able to recall information about the different countries. 

Curriculum coverage for the Spring Term 2017: 

 

Speaking 

and 

Listening 

We will continue with our weekly Show and Tell sessions which take place 

on a Tuesday. A list of the weekly focus for these sessions can be found on 

the Parents Noticeboard in the Class One cloakroom. The children will also 

have other opportunities to talk about their experiences outside school 

including sharing Tapestry observations and their work in their morning 

challenge books. 

Reading The children are continuing to read in groups with a member of staff, and 

once a week with a reading counsellor. Through our topic focus, the 

children will have different fairy tales and traditional stories shared with 

them in groups. Within these groups, the learning will focus on key 

language and features of the stories, as well as discussing the characters 

and settings. It is important to remember that the support you give at 



home by reading with your children and practising their phonics is 

extremely valuable, and Miss Harris or Joe will continue to read the 

comments that you write in the reading diaries each week, and respond 

where appropriate. Book bags should always be brought to school as 1:1 

reading sessions may take place on different days. Books in book bags will 

be changed on a Tuesday. Please come and change reading books more 

frequently if you would like to.  

Storytelling This term our story will be The Three Billy Goats Gruff, the children will 

learning to retell the story using actions and encouraging the use of 

storytelling language. After half term, our text will be Handa’s Surprise 

by Eileen Browne. Our timetabled writing sessions will be based around 

these two stories, with differentiated activities as appropriate to meet 

the individual needs of the children.  

Writing During free play, the children have opportunities for mark making in all the 

areas of the classroom, these activities are linked to stories we are 

learning and encourage the children to write for a purpose: for example, 

design a bridge for the Billy Goats with labels. In guided activities with an 

adult, the children will be continuing applying their phonic knowledge to 

their writing, as well as focusing on the use of capital letters, gaps and a 

full stop.  

Handwriting The children have now learnt all the RWI stage 1 letters sounds. This term 

we will continue to teach the children to form letters using the RWI 

rhymes and script and we will also start to introduce our cursive script for 

the children who are ready. http://www.cursivewriting.org/joined-cursive-

fonts.html is a great website if you are unfamiliar with cursive 

handwriting, we use joinitc4 font around the classroom. 

Mathematics We are continuing to provide the children with practical activities and the 

use of Numicon to support and deepen their understanding. They have all 

grown in confidence with counting to 10, so this half term we are really 

focusing on the numbers 11-20, as well as learning about addition and 

subtraction. Alongside this, the children will be learning about shape, space 

and measure which includes time which includes the days of the week as 

well as different o’clock times, identifying coins of different values, 

positional language and the names and properties of 3D shapes.  

ICT The children will use the classroom computers to choose and complete a 

range of different programs which include RM Maths and Paint. They also 

have access to iPads, where they can select and use different apps linked 

to the EYFS curriculum. In term 2 we will use the iPads to research 

different countries and wild animals.   

Science The topics will be Changing Materials in term 1, then focusing on Healthy 
Eating after half term.  There is a continued focus on developing the 

children’s understanding of the world and the environment we live in, which 

http://www.cursivewriting.org/joined-cursive-fonts.html
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will be a particular focus in term 2 in our topic ‘Around the World’ 
History This term we will learning about what cooking was like in the past. The 

Year One children will draw upon their experiences from their trip to 

Cogges Farm Museum, as well as looking at different cooking resources 

from the past.  

Geography During our topic ‘Around the World’, the children will be comparing and 

contrasting different big and small countries. There will lots of different 

learning opportunities including creating fact files, designing flags and 

researching wild animals. 

Art This half term, the children will be learning about the artist Kandinsky. We 

will be looking at his different paintings and having a go at using the 

techniques he used to create his artwork. In term 2 the children will have 

the opportunity to create artwork inspired by the countries we are 

learning about including Aboriginal art and Chinese calligraphy. 

RE In RE, the children will be continuing to learn about different celebrations, 

focusing on New Year celebrations including the Hindu celebration Holi, 

Chinese New Year and the Persian New Year celebration Nowruz. In term 

2, the focus changes to Spring and the children will be learning about the 

Easter story. 

PE The focus for PE will be on co-ordination and control which involves 

throwing and catching, negotiating obstacles, climbing, jumping and landing 

safely. Year One will continue their weekly outdoor PE sessions on a Friday 

afternoon with an external teacher. 

 

Year R Learning 

This term we will be asking the children to think about the ways that they learn and 

achieve successfully in what they do. We will be particularly focusing on the 

‘Characteristics of Effective Learning’ as exemplified in the Early Years Curriculum. 

This will help us to establish good learning habits as they move up through the school. 

More information about how you can support this aspect of your child’s learning will 

follow shortly. 

Class Elephant 

Father Christmas visited Class One and he very kindly left us a class 

elephant (yet to be named by the children). His role is to help develop the 

children’s communication and language skills and their literacy skills. Each 

child will have the opportunity to take the elephant home for one night. 

Accompanying the elephant will be a diary, which we ask that your child writes a brief 

message or recount of what you get up to together. You may want to just draw a picture 

with labels or include a photo too. Instead of writing in the book, you are also welcome 

to add an observation onto Tapestry. The children really enjoy sharing their pictures 

and writing with each other, so we are hoping that the elephant will be a great success.  



Tapestry  
We just want to remind you that you are able to login to Tapestry and comment on 

observations already added, as well as add your own observations about events or work 

that has happened outside of school.  

 

WOW Moments 

Thank you so much for all the ‘WOW’ moments we have received so far, please keep 

your ‘WOW’ moments coming in. It has been amazing to share these achievements and 

the children have loved celebrating these together. 

 

General Information 

 THINGS FROM HOME: We are discouraging children bringing in toys (including soft 

toys) on non-show and tell days. We find the children often lose the things they 

bring in and then this causes upset. If they wish to bring something in for show and 

tell on Tuesdays they will need to pop it into the yellow show and tell box for safe 

keeping. 

 PLEASE ENSURE ALL CLOTHES AND ANY ITEMS BROUGHT TO SCHOOL ARE 

NAMED. Many names have washed off and it is causing much confusion for all, so 

please ensure all clothing is clearly named. 
 

 We will be making use of the outdoor space as much as possible, so please ensure 

that your child has wellies, outdoor shoes and a coat every day, if it is very cold 

please remember hat, scarf and gloves. 

 

 It is important that your child had a water bottle in school every day. We would also 

like to remind you that if your child is having a packed lunch, please ensure that your 

child has a water bottle in their packed lunch as well as the one in the classroom.  

 

We look forward to a great Spring term, 

 

Many thanks, 

 

 

The Class One Team 


