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Access to education for pupils with medical needs 
Introduction

This policy applies to children of compulsory school age on a maintained school roll, including pupils over compulsory age but under the age of 19, with long term medical needs. It applies to those who are physically ill or injured, those with mental health problems, including school phobics.

Oxfordshire County Council aims to:

· provide continued education as normally as the condition allows

· reduce the risk of lowering of self-confidence and educational achievement

· promote equal access to education for all children and young people

· establish effective mechanisms for liaison between the Directorate, schools, social services departments, health and other professionals

· ensure that prompt action takes place.

.
The Directorate for Children, Young People & Families is required, through section 19 of the Education Act 1996, and DfES Guidance 0732/2001, to set out its arrangements for meeting the educational needs of children and young people who are unable to attend school because of medical needs; both those who are physically ill or injured and those with mental health problems. 


Support Available 

At all times the pupil remains the responsibility of the school where they are on roll. The guiding principle is that the pupil’s needs are best met within a school environment whether mainstream or special school.  Education for pupils who are unable to attend school because of medical needs is provided by a range of means: 

· Oxfordshire Hospital School. The school provides education for pupils of school age who are admitted to any of the following hospitals:

· John Radcliffe Hospital

· Nuffield Orthopaedic Centre

· The Radcliffe Infirmary

· The Horton, including the Horton Outreach provision

· The Park Hospital for Children

· Highfield Family and Adolescent Unit

· Outreach provision based at Helen House

· Home tuition

· Supported  inclusion and re-integration back  to mainstream schools following a period of being out of school.  This may involve the ESW service.

The nature of the provision aims to be responsive to the demands of what can be a changing medical status.

Roles and responsibilities

The school is responsible for making provision for the pupil for the first 15 school days of their illness.  This may take the form of the school ensuring that work is sent home for the pupil to undertake, or of providing home tuition for the pupil from their own resources.

All schools must have a written policy and procedures for dealing with the education of children and young people with medical needs. (See appendix c for model school policy)

A school policy should set out:

· The way in which the school will make educational provision for pupils as set out in the DFES guidance document Access to Education (2001). 

· The school’s responsibility to monitor pupil attendance and to mark registers so that they show if a pupil is receiving education other than at school.

· Management structures, staff responsibilities and lines of communication for pupils with medical needs.

· Communication systems with the Service Manager Alternative Education and ESW if a pupil is, or is likely to be away from school due to medical needs for more than 15 working days.

· A named contact within the school to aid communication with other parties, to attend reviews and to keep contact with the pupil.

· Strategies for ensuring continuous education for children with long-term absence and for those with conditions that disrupt schooling over long periods. 

· The provision of work and materials for pupils who are absent from the school because of medical needs, and information about other activities and social events.

· Procedures for ensuring that children and young people who are unable to attend school because of medical conditions have access to national tests and public exams either in school or at home.

· Monitoring procedures to ensure that pupils maintain the momentum of their education and keep up with their studies.

· How the school’s procedures will take account of the views of parents* and pupils. 

· Procedures for ensuring that pupils are reintegrated smoothly into the school, including being pro-active in working with all agencies to support smooth transition.

· SEN Code of Practice (2001) and Disability Code of Practice (2002) procedures where medical conditions adversely affect educational progress and curriculum accessibility.

· Issues related to pupils with statements of special educational needs.

The Directorate and its schools are responsible for ensuring that:

· Pupils unfit to attend  for medical reasons are not at home without access to education for more than 15 working days.

· Pupils who have an illness/diagnosis which indicates prolonged or recurring periods of absence from school, whether at home or in hospital, have access to education, so far as possible, from day one.

· Pupils have access to education of similar quality to that available in school, including a broad and balanced curriculum.

· Pupils educated at home receive a minimum entitlement of 5 hours teaching per week as long as the pupil feels able to cope.

· Where reintegration is a gradual process, education support continues to be available to the pupil and is detailed in an individual education plan or pastoral support plan for the pupil.

· The quality of provision is monitored.

· There is a named officer with responsibility for the provision of education for children and young people who are unable to attend school because of medical needs. In Oxfordshire this is Tony Scott, Service Manager (Alternative Education), Macclesfield House, New Road, Oxford OX1 1NA. Tel:01865 815177  (e mail: tony.scott@oxfordshire.gov.uk)

Provision

Oxfordshire Hospital School

The primary aim of hospital education is to minimise as far as possible the interruption and disruption to a child's normal schooling by continuing education as normally as the child's illness or incapacity will allow. The Oxfordshire Hospital School will contribute to re-integration arrangements through collaboration with the designated named school contact for pupils with medical needs. Oxfordshire Hospital School is funded centrally.

Home tuition

Where home tuition is felt to be the most appropriate provision a minimum entitlement of 5 hours per week is required for pupils who are likely to be out of school for more than 15 working days. This minimum entitlement may be increased where necessary, such as for pupils approaching exams.  Appropriate medical advice (see appendix b) is required in all cases.

Procedures for new referrals for home tuition

See appendix a and b.
Monitoring arrangements

The following procedures are used to ensure that pupils with medical needs receive appropriate educational provision:

· The  Directorate monitors provision to ensure that pupils receive their entitlement as set out in section 19 of the Education Act 1996 and in the statutory guidance Access to Education. Biannual reports are produced to evaluate the success of this policy and to ensure that provision is cost effective. Monthly home tuition reports are monitored for quality assurance.

· ESWs monitor school attendance data, including attendance of pupils with medical conditions.

· The Head of Oxfordshire Hospital School monitors the quality of teaching and learning, pupil progress and levels of provision in the hospital school. Oxfordshire Hospital School falls within the framework of national school inspection by OFSTED. 

· Schools monitor the amount, type and quality of provision, levels of pupil progress, comments made by parents and pupils, and the quality of re-integration arrangements.

· Two weeks prior to the agreed period for home tuition ending the named person in the school should complete appendix ‘e’  to determine whether home tuition needs to continue beyond the original approval date.  This will give the named person the opportunity to gather the evidence and to pass this to Suzy Dix /Emma Appleby, Social Inclusion Coordinator at Macclesfield House for further approval.

* The term ‘parents’ is used to refer to all those with ‘Parental Responsibilities’ as defined in the Children Act 1989. 

Appendix  a

Procedures for new referrals  for home tuition

Parent Informs School

For pupils with anxiety disorders, phobias, depression or chronic fatigue schools should encourage parents to make an immediate request via their GP for a referral to a consultant for a report.  For other medical conditions parents should obtain a GP or other medical report.

Home tuition will not be approved without an appropriate medical report being submitted. (see appendix b for further guidance)


School records absence as M


The named person in school ensures that strategies for providing continuous education are in place. Plans are made  by the school to request home tutoring for pupils who are likely to be away for more than 15 days. The school is responsible  from their own resources, for the provision of tuition for the first 15 days before  the request for  home tuition is received and approved.

The named person in the school may wish to call a multi agency meeting for complex cases.


The named person in the school completes referral form (appendix  d) with appropriate medical evidence attached  and sends to the Social Inclusion Co-ordinator at Macclesfield House.


Once home tuition is approved and in place the school should record absence with a B code.


Progress reports are sent by the home tutor to named person in school, parents and Social Inclusion Administrator at Macclesfield House.


Named person in school monitors provision, pupil progress and reviews re-integration arrangements. (appendix e)

Appendix  b

Multi Professional Meetings

For pupils who have anxiety disorders, depression or who are school refusers,  phobics, or have a diagnosis of chronic fatigue, the named person  in school takes  responsibility for early identification, investigation and for establishing plans to tackle issues.  A multi-professional meeting, involving the school’s named person, ESW, EP and other appropriate staff should be called by the school to ensure that appropriate provision is put in place as well as plans for re-integration.  (see appendix ‘e’ for a pro forma)

The purpose of the multi professional meetings is fourfold:

· to prevent cases becoming long term chronic

· to ensure good links with specialists in health and other relevant agencies

· to ensure good communications with parents/carers and  the young person

· to manage the  review and reintegration process

Appropriate Medical Evidence

For pupils with anxiety disorders, phobias, depression, who are school refusing or who have a diagnosis of chronic fatigue, a consultant’s or PCAMHS report is required as evidence that they are not fit to attend school. The report should give an indication of time span for which the tuition is recommended.

For pupils with other conditions - a GP report or other medical report is required as evidence that the pupil is not fit to attend school. The report should give an indication of the time span for which tuition is recommended.

Each report should describe the condition, level of ability to attend, full time/part time/not at all. For the first category listed above it should also indicate the medical intervention to aid a phased re-integration into the school setting.

Where medical evidence that a pupil has a recurring illness or a chronic condition has been provided, the school’s named person should make arrangements for educational provision, (home tuition, if appropriate) so far as possible, from the first day of absence.

Social Inclusion Co-ordinator

Children Young People’s Service

Macclesfield House

New Road

Oxford

OX1 1NA

Tel: 01865 810605
Appendix c

Model School Policy

Policy for Access to Education for Pupils with medical Needs

The school has a responsibility to ensure that pupils with medical needs have access to high quality educational support to enable them to continue their education effectively.  Good communication and co-operation between the school, home and other professionals are essential.  A named person is responsible for the effective implementation of this policy.

The key aims of the policy are to:

· provide continued education as normally as the condition allows

· reduce the risk of lowering self-confidence and educational achievement

· promote equal access to education for all children and young people

· establish effective liaison

· ensure that prompt action takes place

The named person (insert name) will:

· monitor the attendance of all pupils with medical conditions (code M authorised absence for medical reasons and code B when the pupil is receiving education other than at school)

· liaise with an education officer and ESW regarding all pupils expected to be absent from school for 15 days or more (includes time in hospital)

· liaise with the ESW,EP,EO, medical professionals and Oxfordshire Hospital School staff, as appropriate to plan provision

· co-ordinate education provision from the first day of absence for those pupils who have disrupted patterns of schooling (for those pupils with recurring illnesses and chronic conditions)

· ensure that pupils receive a minimum entitlement of five hours teaching per week, as long as the pupil feels able to cope

· co-ordinate the provision of work that will support a broad and balanced curriculum, where appropriate by liaising with the designated home tutor

· ensure that there are mechanisms in place to communicate information about activities and social events to enable the pupil to keep in touch with peers

· monitor provision, progress and reintegration arrangements

· ensure that the views of pupils and parents/carers are taken into account

· ensure the appropriate Code of Practice (SEN and Disability) procedures are in place, as required.

This policy endorses the Oxfordshire County Council Policy (see attached) and DFES Statutory guidance ‘Access to Education For Children and Young People with Medical Needs (2002).

Effective from: ……………………….
Review date: …………………………

Appendix d
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Request for Directorate funded Home Tuition


Please complete and return to:

Social Inclusion Co-ordinator

Children Young People’s Service

Macclesfield House

New Road

OX1 1NA

Pupils Medically Unfit To Attend School

Child’s Name ………………………………………………………………………….

Date of Birth …………………………………….Year Group……………………….

Home Address ………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Parent/s/Carer/s name/s  …………………………………………………………..

Daytime Tel number …………………..   Evening Tel Number…………………..

Name of School………………………………………………………………………

Named Person (School): 
…….…………..
Email:…………………………..

Position
………………………………...
Tel….…………………………..

Referral made by…………………………………
Date last attended…………….

Reason for referral ………………………………………………………………….

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

…………………………………………………………………………………………..

Estimated length of time on home tuition………………………………………….. 

Medical evidence must be attached

Signature of Headteacher  ………………………………… Date ……………

Appendix e                                    HOME TUITION REVIEW & REINTEGRATION PLAN                              

	Name of Pupil  ______________________________________ Date of Birth __________________________ NCY ________

School ____________________________________________  Home Tutor ________________________________________

Named Person in School  _____________________________ Position ___________________________________________




	 Date of Review

	People Present ( refer to appendix b for guidance as to who should attend)



	COMMENTS  (school/home tutor/outside agencies/parent/child)



	REINTEGRATION PLANS/ACTIONS
	By whom
	By when


Please forward a copy of this review to:  Social Inclusion Co-ordinator (Room f2), Macclesfield House, New Road, Oxford, OX1 1NA

Data Protection Statement:





The personal information you provide on this application form will be used by the County Council for  the purpose of arranging the tuition and will be shared with the Home Tutor.  Some of this information, such as health details is defined as “sensitive” under Data Protection legislation and by signing this application form you are consenting to our processing this for the purposes listed above.








