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Policy for Geography

1
Aims and objectives

1.1 Geography teaches a knowledge and understanding of places and environments. Through their work children learn to draw and interpret maps, and develop skills of research, investigation, analysis and problem solving. As they study the physical and human environment of their local area they begin to relate it to life in other regions in the United Kingdom and the rest of the world. As a consequence of these studies an appreciation of life in other cultures and the importance of sustainable development for the future of mankind is also developed.

1.2 The aims of geography are:

· To enable children to gain knowledge and understanding of people and places in the world;

· To increase children’s knowledge of other cultures and, in doing so, teach a respect and understanding of what it means to be a positive citizen in a multi-cultural country;

· To allow children to learn and use a range of skills including: graphic skills (using, drawing and interpreting maps), enquiry, problem solving, using ICT, investigating, researching and presenting conclusions;

· To enable children to know and understand environmental issues at a local, regional and global level and to encourage a commitment to sustainable development as well as an appreciation of what ‘global citizenship’ means;

2 Teaching and learning style

2.1 The school uses a variety of teaching and learning styles in geography lessons combining whole class teaching with group and individual work. Activities often have an enquiry focus with an emphasis on the asking and answering of geographical questions. Opportunities to use a variety of resources and materials, including IT, as well as role-play, discussion and debate are included in many lessons. Children present their work to the class in a variety of forms and listen to each other’s ideas, treating them with respect and constructive comment. Wherever possible teaching and learning is based on ‘real’ geographical situations, which have an impact on the children’s own lives.

2.2 We recognise the fact that there are children in all classes of differing geographical abilities and we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this through a range of strategies:

· Setting common tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of results;

· Setting tasks of increasing difficulty, some children not completing all tasks;

· Grouping children by ability and setting different tasks for each group;

· Providing a range of challenges through the provision of different resources;

· Using additional adults to support the work the work of individual children or groups of children;

3 Geography curriculum planning

3.1 Geography is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. Our school uses the national scheme of work as a basis for our curriculum planning adapting it to the local circumstances of our school.

3.2 The schools curriculum planning is in three phases (long-term, medium-term and short-term). The long-term plan maps the geography units covered in each term and ensures an appropriate balance and distribution of work at each key stage. The geography subject leader works this out in conjunction with teaching colleagues in each year group.

3.3 The medium-term plans identify learning objectives, learning outcomes and cross-curricular links for each unit. The subject leader reviews these plans on a regular basis. Because there are some mixed-age classes, some medium-term planning is organised on a two-year rotation cycle. In this way we ensure that children have complete coverage of the National curriculum but do not have to repeat units.

3.4 Class teachers create plans for each geography lesson. These lesson plans list specific learning objectives and detail how the lessons are to be taught.

3.5  Units of work in geography are planned so that there is a progression in the teaching and learning of skills, knowledge and understanding for pupils of all abilities as they move through the school.

4 Foundation Stage

4.1 We encourage the development of geographical skills, knowledge and understanding that help reception children make sense of their world as an integral part of the school’s work. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the geographical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the Early Learning Goals (ELGs), which underpin the curriculum planning for children aged three to five. This learning forms the foundation for later work in geography.

5 Teaching Geography to children with Special Needs

5.1 At our school we teach geography to all children, whatever their ability. Geography forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced curriculum for all children. Through our geography teaching we provide learning opportunities that enable all children to make progress. We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. Assessment against the National Curriculum allows us to consider each child’s attainment and progress against expected levels.

5.2 When progress falls significantly outside the expected range, the child may have special educational needs. Our assessment process looks at a range of factors – classroom organisation, teaching materials, teaching style, differentiation – so that we can take some additional or different action to enable the child to learn more effectively. This ensures that our teaching is matched to the child’s need.

5.3 Intervention through School Action and School Action Plus will lead to the creation of an Individual Education Plan (IEP) for children with special educational needs. The IEP may include, as appropriate, specific targets related to geography.

5.4 We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning geography. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example, a field trip, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.

6 Assessment and recording

6.1 Teachers assess the children’s work in geography as they observe the children working during lessons. They record the progress that children make by assessing the children’s work against the learning objectives and outcomes for their lessons detailed in the medium and short-term plans. At the end of a unit of work teachers make a judgement against National Curriculum levels of attainment. Teachers use these assessments to plan the future work for each child and make an assessment of progress as part of the annual report to parents. Each teacher passes this information on to the next teacher at the end of the academic year.

6.2 The geography subject leader keeps evidence of the children’s work in a portfolio. This demonstrates what the expected level of achievement is in geography in each year of the school. 

7 Resources

7.1 We have a wide range of resources in our school to support the teaching of geography in each class. We keep some of these resources in a central store where there is a box of equipment for each unit of work at Key Stage 2. The remaining resources are kept in boxes in each of the Key Stage 1 classrooms as appropriate. We also keep a collection of geographical equipment, which can be used to gather weather data. There is a set of atlases, which is stored in the library, and each classroom has a globe and access to a range of world maps. 

We use ICT programs to collect and analyse data, to research information, to draw and read maps, to give and follow directions.

8 Fieldwork

8.1 Fieldwork is an integral part of good geography teaching and we include as many opportunities as we can to involve children in practical geographical research and enquiry.

8.2
At Key Stage 1 we let all children carry out an investigation into the local environment and we give them opportunities to observe and record information around the school site. At Key Stage 2 children are involved in several studies comparing and contrasting aspects of the local area.

9 Monitoring and review

9.1 The geography subject leader completes a subject action plan in which s/he evaluates the areas of development for the previous year and indicates areas for further development in the forthcoming year. The geography subject leader has specifically allocated regular management time in order to review evidence of the children’s work and undertake lesson observations across the school.
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