Wootton St. Peter s C E Primary School, Wootton Village, Boars Hill, Oxford, OX1 5HP

                                 ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION POLICY

Introduction

It is important for our school community to have an awareness and understanding of the effect of our actions on the environment and learn to care for the world in which we live. Environmental education is cross curricular and is evident in the learning of each of the Year groups’ curriculum, tackled through science, RE, geography, art, and PSHE as well as English and Maths. It is also essential to our growing understanding of sustainable schools.

Aims

1. To develop skills knowledge and understanding of how  our environment works and how we can protect and improve it.

2. To provide opportunities to develop understanding of resources and sustainable  development.

3. To encourage children to acquire values and attitudes which will encourage them to appreciate and care for their environment.

4. To integrate environmental topics into our curriculum using opportunities wherever possible, and allowing some flexibility.

5. To develop and use our grounds at Wootton School as fully as possible to complement learning and the ethos of the school.

Organisation

The teaching of environmental education is organised in such a way as to reflect components from other subjects within the planned curriculum.

In addition the children have regular visits to Little Wittenham and Sutton Courtenay Environmental Centres.

There is also an Eco team of pupils and staff who have devised their own action plan aiming to tackle environmental issues within the school and raise awareness of ‘the four Rs – Reduce, Re use, Restore and Respect.

The school pond is  being redeveloped and is used as a resource for nature study.

Other areas of the grounds will be developed similarly.

Creative weeks are often linked to environmental themes in order to raise awareness.

Continuity and Progression.

Children will revisit different themes as part of the environmental component within the teaching cycles for Science, PSHE and Humanities.

Progression will also occur as the subject develops and the school responds to outside initiatives such as gaining the eco-school awards.

Special Needs

Children with special needs will have equal access. The fact that the subject is cross curricular and often practical also gives more opportunities.

Inclusion. All children matter and are given every opportunity to achieve their best.We do this by careful planning, using a range of teaching strategies and ensuring access to every activity.

Resources

Many Science resources can be used such as pond dipping equipment.

The pond, grounds and school.

The coordinator will apply for suitable grants to help resource projects.

Health and safety.

Because the children are interacting with the environment, staff must be very aware of educating the children in how to work in a sensible and responsible manner, especially in the pond area which is securely fenced.

Equal opportunities.

There are many opportunities to develop work on global issues and different cultures in this subject.

Community Links.

Opportunities to use the community as a resource are encouraged. Parents have been involved in working parties on the grounds and local businesses will be approached to help finance projects.

Assessment

Childrens’ work will be assessed by teachers as part of the curriculum area they are covering.

The eco team will assess their work by regular reviews of their action plan.

Policy Revision

This will be reviewed by staff and adjustments made. A named governor is briefed to oversee environmental education and this governor meets with the co ordinator regularly to review progress and work with  her.
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