Policy for Collective Worship at 

Wootton CE Primary School

By the Education Reform Act 1988 the law requires that all children shall take part in an act of worship on each school day. As a Church of England school we are committed to giving children opportunities to experience Christian worship.

Character of Collective Worship

Collective worship in a voluntary aided school shall be mainly of a Christian character; i.e. reflects the broad traditions of Christian belief without being distinctive of any particular Christian denomination. “Christian” beliefs reflect back to the teachings that have resulted from the life of Christ. Our worship may include praise, adoration, thanksgiving, singing, music, prayer, Bible reading and silent reflection.
In worship we affirm and celebrate the Christian values held to be of central importance by the school community. These values serve to reinforce and enhance the social, moral and spiritual education of our children. 

Our Aims:  

1. To enable children to approach the ‘threshold’ of worship by encouraging in them a ‘worshipful attitude’, characterised by feelings such as awe, wonder, being uplifted, elation, appreciation, gratitude, respect and reverence.

2. To enable children to experience a variety of forms of worship, so that those with a religious commitment may have their experience of worship deepened and broadened, and so that the uncommitted may begin to feel for themselves something of what it means for others to worship.

3. To heighten children’s awareness of questions leading to the ultimate mysteries of life and of the beliefs held and commitments made by themselves and others in response to such questions.

4. To enable children to use silence for prayer, reflection, contemplation and meditation.

5. To develop a sense of community within the school and of being part of the wider community.  To celebrate achievements and special occasions and to foster the collective values of the school community.

6. To enable children to appreciate the use of symbolism and religious language to express feelings and belief.
Planning and Organisation:

Themes for school worship are planned termly by the co-ordinator.  We have weekly themes which are timetabled and distributed to staff at the beginning of each term. 
Themes and termly evaluations are kept in the Worship File.

Acts of worship begin with a quiet and reflective atmosphere. Children enter to music playing softly and a candle placed on the altar as a point of focus.

 Worship is led by the Headteacher, teaching staff, groups of pupils, the vicar (weekly) or by invited visitors. We feel that it is important for the children to experience worship delivered by various members of staff. This makes them aware that adults within the school value worship and each has their own contribution to make to it. The older children contribute by controlling the CD player, giving out hymn books and preparing the room beforehand.

As a Church of England School we expect all children to participate in worship but recognise the right of parents to withdraw their child. Any parental concerns about worship should be addressed to the Headteacher.

