Wootton St Peter’s CE Primary School, Wootton Village, Boars Hill, Oxford, OX1 5HP

ART POLICY

The creative, emotional, spiritual and cultural development of children is an important aim of the school.  Art makes a major contribution to these aims.

 Introduction
This document reflects the school values and philosophy in relation to the teaching and learning of Art. It sets out a framework within which both teaching and non-teaching staff can operate and gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessment.

The policy should be read in conjunction with the Scheme of Work, which can be used as a springboard to develop the individual teachers’ ideas in a personal way, knowing they are within the school’s guidelines. This should enable teachers to design a programme of activities, which is responsive to their own, and children’s skills and needs in Art at that particular time.

Aims and Objectives
The aims of the Art Policy are:

· To encourage children to see themselves as artists and enjoy and value their creative experiences

· To value imagination, inspiration and contemplation

· To enrich the children’s sensory experience and develop aesthetic sensitivity and awareness
· To enable children to make personal visual and tactile responses to their feelings, ideas and the environment;
· To encourage children to select, use and experiment with a variety of materials, processes, tools and techniques in both 2 and 3 dimensions, confidently and appropriately;

· To promote in the children a growing appreciation and understanding of the work of great artists, crafts-workers and designers;
· To foster a sense of achievement and self-confidence by helping children to express, develop and reflect on their ideas;
· To appreciate art from different cultures and different times;

· To enable children to become effective in the evaluation of their own and other’s work;
· To develop an appreciation of the importance of an aesthetically pleasing environment in which to work and live.

· To be aware of opportunities for art across the curriculum and in everyday lives
Organisation
Teachers will follow the National Curriculum guidelines and units of work as laid out in Wootton’s Scheme of Work. The children will be taught individually, in a group or as part of a whole class, depending on the activity. Key stage one children will spend a larger percentage of time on Art skills. Opportunities will be given for children to work from observation, memory and imagination. Where possible activities may be linked with other areas of the curriculum. A selection will be stored in an art portfolio, which will follow the same children through school. 

Teachers will ensure a stimulating environment where children’s work is valued, mounted and displayed in an effective way using artefacts, drapes, books, labels, prints and photographs where appropriate.

Children will be encouraged to use the correct vocabulary for the techniques and resources they are using. There will be emphasis at all times on the correct use and care of tools and equipment. The child will be taught using explanation and demonstration of the appropriate techniques and processes in a balanced programme including drawing, painting, printing, textiles, sculpture and ICT.  They will also be given opportunities for open-ended projects.  From time to time children will have opportunities to meet local artists or visit galleries, etc.

Continuity and Progression
Techniques will be used across the school and revisited regularly, as shown in Schemes of Work and Plans.  Progression will be encouraged by the activities being matched to the age and perceptual development of the child.  Children will study artists at different levels of development.
Special Needs
Art is a means of non-verbal communication, which enables pupils with Special Educational Needs of all kinds to develop a capacity for self- expression.

Children with Special Educational Needs will have equal access to art. In order that the children experience success and satisfaction in Art activities, specially adapted equipment may be necessary, and/or support from an extra adult.

Inclusion: All children matter and are given every opportunity to achieve their best.

We achieve this by planning that will meet the needs of boys and girls, children with special educational needs, children who are more able, children with disabilities, children from all social and cultural backgrounds, different ethnic groups and diverse linguistic backgrounds. 

We meet needs of all children by:

• Providing resources that reflect diversity and are free from discrimination and stereotyping,
• Using a range of teaching strategies that are based on their needs,

• Ensuring access to every activity where it is safe and reasonable to do so.
Time Allocation
Wootton School aims to spend equivalent of at least 1 hour per week on Art at Key Stage One and 1¼ hours at Key Stage Two. This may be achieved by a blocked half term unit or by more frequent shorter lessons in Key Stage One.

Responsibility
The Head Teacher will have overall responsibility for the implementation of the Art Policy in the school. The co-ordinator will monitor practice and be responsible for the ordering and organisation of storage of materials.  They will also organise INSET for staff and prepare the relevant section of the School Improvement Plan. The class teacher will be responsible for the teaching of Artwork in accordance with National Curriculum guidelines and schemes of work. Both children and adults will be responsible for the tidying away of all equipment used to the correct place. Where

appropriate, children will be given direction on the safe use of tools, equipment and materials.

Resources
An inventory of resources is available from the co-ordinator. It outlines art materials available and teacher resources. Many specialist art resources will be added to in the future.

Contribution to Other Areas of the Curriculum
Art has obvious links with History, Science, Maths, Literacy, DT, RE and

multi-cultural education.  Art from different times and cultures will be studied. 

Health and Safety
All children should be made aware of the need to use equipment safely and take responsibility for safe working, handling and storage of tools and equipment.

Equal Opportunities

Art will be looked at from different cultures, and male and female artists.  The policy will ensure that certain crafts such as sewing and weaving are not seen as tasks for girls only and working with wood tools for boys only.

Community Links
Opportunities to use the community as a resource for lessons is encouraged. Parents are welcomed into the school to help especially during Creative Arts Week.  Visits from local artists and to art galleries will be made when possible.

Assessment, Reporting and Recording
Art will be assessed in accordance with the school’s assessment policy.

Children will use a sketchbook to record some of their work with a variety of pencils, (pastels, and paints). These will begin in class 1 and be passed on throughout the school.  This will enable children and staff to appreciate continuity and progression. Most other artwork will be stored in art portfolios and passed on to the following class. It may be appropriate for some children to take work home on completion.

Class teachers will assess children’s work on a regular basis at the end of a unit of work and keep records of a child’s progress. 

Art samples will be kept from 3 children, following their development throughout school.

Professional Development
Whole school and individual INSET will be arranged when Art is a main focus on the School Improvement Plan.

Policy and Scheme of Work Revision

The policy and scheme of work will be reviewed by staff and adjustments made in response to staff evaluations as outlined in the School Improvement Plan. A named member of the school’s governing body is briefed to oversee the teaching of Art. This governor meets annually with the co-ordinator to review progress.
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