Wootton St Peter’s CE Primary School, Wootton Village,

Boars Hill, Oxford, OX1 5HP

Policy on children absconding
Absconding (Leaving school premises without permission)

This is an extremely rare occurrence at Wootton St Peter’s (most recent incident

was at least ** years ago) but is potentially very dangerous and causes great

concern.

The following must be noted:

· All school gates must remain closed at all times

· The gate onto the playground should remain closed and padlocked at all times unless specific access is required.

· All fences must be maintained in good condition. All staff have a responsibility under Health & Safety to monitor and report any failing in perimeter security.

· There must always be a minimum of two adults on duty outside during any outside break time. One adult must always be located within easy sight of the main school entrance and constantly monitor the entrances to the property.

· When a child is injured in the playground the staff on duty must remain in the playground and summon help. It is recommended that a TA responds enabling teaching staff to return to their classes when break ends.

· Children must be warned of the potential dangers of absconding, but also of the great concern to parents and teachers.

· Other children who may be aware of the possibility of a pupil absconding must report the matter immediately. This is too important for all concerned to ignore, whatever the reason.

· When it is suspected that a child has absconded (or is missing from their class) the Head Teacher must be informed at once. The class teacher must call the register immediately to confirm. If the child is still unaccounted for, any other children likely to know something must be questioned. A search of the building must be carried out. Other staff or responsible children from Y6 could help.

· If it has been established that a child has left the premises at least one person with parental responsibility must be contacted. The police must also be informed (08458 505 505). Please provide as full a description as possible. A reasonably recent photo should be available from the computer records. It is not the responsibility of the school to search the surrounding locality but colleagues may feel happier if this can be arranged.

Please advise parent(s) and the police the moment the child is located and

safe.

Each incident will be brought to the attention of the School Governors.

This policy was implemented on …………………………………………………….

Signed (chair of governors) ………………………………………………………….

Reviewed …………………………………………………………………………………

